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indexed. Not illustrated. 1865 Excerpt: .of General Thomas. That officer, in General Sherman s absence,
commands all the troops in this Department, except the posts on the east bank of the Mississippi, which are
inner Gen. Canby s orders. Louisiana and Texas constitute the Department of the Gulf, and the western part of
Mississippi forms the Department of that name. The accounts received of General Sherman s op erations, partly
direct and partly from rebel sources, indicate that since leaving Savannah, his army has advanced in two
columns, the left commanded by Gen. Slocum, the right by Gen. Howard. The latter was first sent by water to
Beaufort, S. C, whence it captured Pocotaligo, on the Charleston and Savannah R. R. on the 14th ult., and from
that point commenced its march. The left wing moved up the Savannah river, and on the 30th ult. occupied
RoberUville, east of that stream and 40 miles from Sa rannah. Heavy rains and the swampy character of the
country had previously impeded its progress, but afterward it was more rapid. Both wings appear to have
advanced to the railroad lending from Charleston to Augusta, Ga., striking it at different points west of
Branchville and cutting off communication between that place and Augusta. Except cavalry fighting, we have
no account of any serious resistance. The Union forces occupied Orangeburg, on the road from Branchville to
Columbia, about the 13th intt, and the rebels then evacuated Branchville. On the evening of the 16th, Gen.
Shermanss...
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