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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from The Geography of lllinois The old land of this so-
called pre-Cambrian time extended from northern Minnesota to Norway and Scotland. South of this land lay
large islands in what is now northern Wisconsin, and in the Adirondack region; a long ridge of land extended
down the eastern edge of the present Appalachian Mountains; there was also a small island in southeastern
Missouri, and perhaps one in the southern part of Illinois. (Fig. 5.) lllinois at that time lay at the bottom of the
shallow sea extending between Isle Wisconsin and the Missouri isle, and was continually receiving detritus which
later formed limestones. Near the land broad zones of sand were being worked over by waves and undertow,
forming beds of future sandstones which dipped off toward the deeper sea. These sandstones are now great
reservoirs, bringing the rain water from Wisconsin and Missouri down the dip to Illinois, and making possible
our artesian wells. Although this sea was being filled all the time, yet it was many millions of years before there
was dry land within the limits of the state. After many ages the sea had been filled up and it is only a little more
than a thousand feet above sea level. (Fig. 4.) This flatness is one of the state s largest resources, for being
mantled with the richest of soils, agriculture is carried 011 in the largest measure and the building of railways
and common roads is greatly facilitated. Because of these conditions Illinois ranks first in the value of farm
land, and stands second, and only slightly behind lowa, in the total value of farm products. Illinois ranks first
in...
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