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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Roughly half of the Army s combat forces at the end of 2005 were so-
called heavy units-forces that are equipped with armored vehicles and that provide significant firepower. To
support those units, the Army maintains a fleet of approximately 28,000 armored vehicles. Now that the Cold
War is over, some defense experts have questioned the relevance of such vehicles to the current national
security strategy and their continued usefulness (notwithstanding their contributions to recent operations, such
as Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom). The average age of the armored combat vehicle fleet at the end of 2005
was relatively high, and the fleet comprises vehicles designed several decades ago. Moreover, units equipped
with the vehicles in the current fleet are too large and too heavy to be moved overseas easily and quickly by the
Air Force s C-17s, the most numerous of its long-range transport planes. For all practical purposes, heavy units
must be transported overseas by ship-a process that takes weeks. In today s environment of rapidly evolving
conflicts, the Army s goal is to have units that have the combat power of heavy units but that can be
transported anywhere in the world in a matter of days. To address concerns about the armored vehicle fleet s
aging and the diHiculties involved in transporting it-as well as to equip the Army more suitably to conduct
operations overseas on short notice using forces based in the United States-the service created the Future
Combat Systems (FCS) program in 2000. A major modernization eHort, the program is designed in part to
develop and purchase vehicles to replace those now in the heavy forces; the new vehicles would be much
lighter,...
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