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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Australia in 1897: The Country and Its Resources,
Population, Public Works, and Finances, With Remarks on the Manufacture of Wool in the Colonies, Emigration,
Federation, the Funding of Australian Public Debts, C A Few corrections and additions [within brackets] have
been made to this issue, to include latest available statistics. My thanks are due to several private
correspondents and to the critics of the Anglo-Australian newspapers, for their kindly notice of the little
brochure upon its first appearance. Some have discovered in the letters more than the writer himself had seen.
Commenting upon the rough Balance Sheet (page 38), one critic says: Mr. Petherick considers that Australia
could pay fifty-three shillings and fourpence in the . This may be a just and reasonable inference to be drawn
from the figures, but my critic should have noticed, at the same time, a matter of more serious import, namely,
that these small communities, aggregating three and a-half million souls only, are, for public and private
borrowings, directly and indirectly burdened with interest, amounting to not less than ten millions annually;
that expenses of civil government amount to another eight and a-half millions, and that ten millions more is
required for municipal purposes. These are burdens far too heavy to be borne by so small a population. The
remedy, as | have pointed out, will only be found in a large influx of population; in other words, the systematic
introduction of an industrial population selected from the manufacturing classes of the mother country, to
work up the natural productions of these Colonies. This must be reiterated and repeated over and over, again
and again, until action is taken...
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