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Summary: "Adam Gopnik brilliantly weaves together the history, philosophy, and culture of food with his deep
passion for cooking and the shared pleasures of the table." -Ina Garten "At once sweeping and intimate. . . .
Gopnik's story is more ambitious than a history of restaurants-it's about how we taste, dream, and argue about
food. . . . The Table Comes First indulges gourmands everywhere. And it's a refreshing defense of the nation
responsible in so many ways for the way we eat now. In Gopnik's distinctive style, it is encyclopedic yet personal
and funny, and it drives at deeper truths." - Newsweek "Captivating." - The New York Times "Exuberant. . . .
What flows through [ The Table Comes First ] is a deep fascination with gastronomy as a life force and with the
way it's awakened and flourished over the last couple of centuries. . . . Gopnik acts as reporter, historian,
participant and philosopher as he leads us on a kind of walking tour of the food world." - Slate
"Unapologetically intelligent yet charmingly witty . . . [here is] history, nutrition, philosophy, anthropology, and
sociology all rolled up into one delectable streusel of insight and illumination." - The Atlantic "Gopnik is the
nearest thing there is-in the English-speaking world, at any rate-to a philosopher of food. ... These essays blend
enormous erudition with great elegance of expression, and pack intellectual firepower too." - New Statesman "I
need to read anything that Adam Gopnik writes, and this book on food, eating and-it follows-life is a particular
feast. His acuity, grace, sensitive intelligence (in short, his brilliance) are, as ever, dazzlingly displayed and yet
with the lightest of touches." -Nigella Lawson...
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