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Createspace, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. large type edition. 279 x 216 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Mariquita came out from the homestead, where there
was nobody, and stood at its verge (where the prairie began abruptly) where there was nobody. She was twenty
years old and had lived five of them here on the prairie, since her mother died, and she had come home to be
her father s daughter and housekeeper, and all the servant he had. She was hardly taller now, and more slim.
Her father did not know she was beautiful-at first he had been too much engaged in remembering her mother,
who had been very blonde and fair, not at all like her. Her own skin was dark; and her rich hair was dark; her
grave, soH, deep eyes were dark, though hazel-dark, not black-dark: whereas her mother s hair had been
sunny-golden, and her eyes bright (rather shallow) blue, and her skin all white and rose. Her mother had taught
school, up in Cheyenne, in Wyoming, and had been of a New England family of Puritans. Her father s people
had come, long ago, from Spain, and he himself had been born near the desert in New Mexico: his mother may
have been Indian-but a Catholic, anyway. So, no doubt, was Jose: though he had little occasion to remember it.
It was over fiHy miles to the nearest church and he had not heard Mass for years. He had married his Protestant
wife without any dispensation, and a judge had married them. Nevertheless when the child came, he had made
the mother understand she must be of his Church, and had baptized her himself. When Mariquita was ten years
old he sent her to the Loretto...
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