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few minutes we touched bottom; or rather, by something like instinct, the machine stopped just as we reached
the base of the shaft, and allowed us to glide off gently on the firm earth. We were now at the first stage of our
journey, having descended something over two hundred feet. The ramifications of the various tunnels are so
intricate and extensive that they may be said to resemble more the streets of a large city than a series of
excavations made in the bowels of the earth. These subterranean passages are named after various kings and
emperors, and diverge in every direction, opening at intervals into spacious caverns and apartments, and
undermining the country for a distance of several miles. Some of them pass entirely under the town of
Wieliczka. In general they are supported by massive beams of wood, and where the overhanging masses of salt
require a still stronger support they are sustained by immense columns of the original stratum. In former times
almost all the passages were upheld by pillars of salt, but wherever it has been practicable these have been
removed and beams of timber substituted. The first stratum consists of an amalgam of salt and dark-colored
clay. - Deeper down come alternate strata of marl, pebbles, sand, and blocks of crystal salt. The inferior or
green salt is nearest to the surface; the crystal, called schilika, lies in the deeper parts. From the subordinate
officer sent by the Inspector- General to accompany us | learned many interesting particulars in reference to
the manner of procuring the salt. He also...
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