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the principal settlers of Guilford, Conn., were men from the county of Kent, England, and it was an old Kent
family, the Guildfords or Guldefords of Hemsted, Kent, from which it derived its name. Located at Hemsted, in
Banenden parish, which adjoins Cranbrook and Rolvenden, soon after the Conquest, the Guldford family were
prominent, both from their public service and through the alliances they formed. It was in 1575 that Sir Thomas
Guldeford entertained Queen Elizabeth at Hemsted. A modern mansion has since been erected there, and is the
seat of Viscount Cranbrook, a recent creation (1878), the Guldford baronetcy having become extinct in the first
part of the eighteenth century. Another residence of the Guldefords was Halden-Place, in Rolvenden parish,
which came into their family by marriage of an heiress of the Haldens, temp. Henry IV. It was Sir Henry
Guldeforde, son of Sir Thomas above mentioned, who in 1587 sold a Thomas Kitchell 100 acres of marsh
ground in Guldeforde marsh, in the parish of East Guldeforde, Sussex. This marsh is now known as Guldeforde
Level. It was shortly before this period that Thomas Sheaffe, grandfather of Jacob the emigrant, purchased
lands in Woodchurch, Kenardington and Apledore, Kent, of Richard Guildford, son of Sir John and half brother
of Sir Thomas - Richard having become possessed of the Manor of Horne, alias Kenardington, by marriage
with an heiress of the Horn family. After this, Richard, not having taken the oath of supremacy to Queen
Elizabeth, was declared attainted and fled the country, and his lands were forfeited to the crown. At Tenterden,
where...
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