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Lady Thetford s heart; but she never said to her son, who loved her dearly, and would have done a great deal to
add to her happiness. She left it to fate, and leaving it, was doing the wisest thing she could possibly do. It
seemed as if her hopes were likely to be realized. Sir Rupert had an artist s and a Sybarite s love for all things
beautiful, and could appreciate the grand statuesque style of Miss Jocyln s beauty, even as his mother could not
appreciate it. She was like the Pallas Athine, she was his ideal woman, fair and proud, uplifted and serene,
smiling on all, from the heights of high-and-mightydom, but shining upon them, a brilliant far-off star, keeping
her warmth and sweetness all for him. He was an indolent, dreamy Sybarite, this pale young baronet, who liked
his rose-leaves unruffled under him, full of artistic tastes and inspirations, and a great deal too lazy ever to
carry them into effect. He was an artist, and he had a studio where he began fifty gigantic deeds at once in the
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better to lie on the warm grass, with the summer wind stirring in the trees over his head, and smoke his
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