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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Water, Office of
Research and Development, 2006 OCLC Number: (OCoLC)122660954 Subject: Water -- Pollution -- Toxicology --
United States. Excerpt: . . . Framework for Developing SABS Water Quality Criteria U. S. EPA classification of
waterbodies, measurement of SABS, and measurement of effects. Then criteria are selected in an analytical
fashion that is scientifically defensible. The criteria are linked to human values and are readily understood by a
lay audience. No single study or analytical method is used or recommended. Rather, the Framework consists of
a step-wise process that allows for the integration of information from different data sets and different
perspectives, thereby increasing confidence in the criteria. Several appropriate technical aspects to the
Framework are discussed, including measures taken within the water column ( e. g., Secchi depth, turbidity,
suspended sediment concentration, and total suspended solids ), within bedded sediments ( e. g. , percent of
fine sediments by extent or composition at depth ), and within the waterbody environment ( channel, shoreline,
and bathymetric measures). Indicators of designated use impairment ( biological response indicators ) are also
discussed, especially biological indicators of SABS impairment. Key determinants of appropriateness for
indicators are their variability and relative distinction between impaired and unimpaired waterbodies and their
demonstrated relationship to desirable characteristics and uses for those waterbodies. Classification of
Waterbodies SABS conditions vary naturally among broad types of waterbodies such as lakes, rivers, wetlands,
estuaries, and coastal waters. Furthermore, within each type of waterbody, the supply and movement of
sediment varies with physiographic, climatic, and geologic characteristics. To establish appropriate criteria for
sediment, these naturally occurring processes s. . . This item ships...
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