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illustrated. 1914 Excerpt: . . . list, the inadequacy of which has already been pointed out, and followed up
children reported absent by public or parochial schools. Beyond this, however, he made no attempt to find
those who had never been enrolled or to keep track of the shifting element in the population. Although each
child on the assessors book should have been reported either as in school (with the school specified) or at work,
the truant officer did not compare this registration list with the school record in order to detect children who
had failed to report. The actual extent of truancy, like the actual child population of the borough, was not
known. Typical cases follow which suggest truancy not attributable to demand for child laborers, but resulting
from carelessness of parents and lack of vigilance among the school authorities: J. S., Clay St. ; n years old.
Had been in this country four years, and had never been to school. A. Z., S. Main St. ; 10 years old, and J. Z., S.
Main St. ; 13 years old. Both went to St. Josephs until 1907. Went to the public school until the Christmas
vacation of that year and then left to wait for the Polish school to open. M. C. , alley back of 7th St., 13 years
old. Worked at home. Mother had rheumatism. Father a laborer at Moorheads. Went to St. Josephs school as
far as grade 4, until June, 1907. F. M....
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