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Harvest Book, 1998. SoA cover. Book Condition: New. 276 pages. From Publishers Weekly: In her notable fiction
debut (her most recent nonfiction book is Women Together, Women Alone ) Shreve sensitively explores the
coming-of-age and later redemption of her hero, events separated by nearly 20 years. A recently divorced New
York advertising executive in his mid-30s, Andrew returns to the home of his youth in upstate New York to bury
his widowed mother. In the dilapidated house next door live Eden Close and her mother Edith. The novel opens
with Andrew dreaming of the night he was awakened by screams from the Closes' house, an incident well
remembered: "The man next door was murdered when I was seventeen. His daughter was raped. " Blinded by
the same gun that killed her father, Eden endures an hermetic existence, zealously guarded by her mother. She
and Andrew had been best friends before puberty complicated their relationship, and now Andrew, looking to
the past for clues to his future, reconnects with Eden. Readers will have guessed the secret of Eden and her
mother long before the story's putative climax, when it is revealed to Andrew and others. Shreve's evocative
prose and elegiac voice, and her faithful attention to her likable hero's emotions render him believable and give
this romance a weight superior to most in the genre. Film rights to Disney/Hollywood Pictures. Copyright 1989
Reed Business Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title. From
Library Journal For Andrew and Eden, it's a modern adaptation of paradise lost and then regained. As next-
door neighbors, "best buddies, " and then awkward adolescents, Eden and Andy find solace in each other's
company until a tragic event occurs as Andy prepares to leave their small home town and...
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