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. . his wounded, and the remnant of his forces, was cooped up in the marshy island of Lobau, and another
nearer to the left bank, called Enzersdorf, from the village of that name. This last island, which served as an
outwork to the larger, is separated from the left bank, which was occupied by the Austrians, only by a small
channel of twenty toises in breadth. The destruction of the bridges had altogether divided Buonaparte from the
right bank, and from his rear, under Davoust, which still remained there. 1 The nature of the ground, on the 1
The two arms of the Danube which traversed the island, and had hitherto been found dry, or at least fordable,
had become dangerous torrents, requiring hanging bridges to be thrown over them. The Emperor crossed
them in a skiff, having Berthier and myself in his company. When arrived on the bank of the Danube, the
Emperor sat down under a tree, and, being joined by Masse na, he formed a small council, in order to collect
the opinion of those about him as to what had best be done under existing circumstances. Let the reader
picture to himself the Emperor sitting between Massena and Berthier on the bank of the Danube, with the
bridge in front, of which there scarcely remained any vestige, Davousts corps on the other side of the broad
river, and behind, in the island of Lobau itself, the whole army separated from the enemy by a mere arm...
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