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New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Afghan security forces held their own against the insurgency, sustained
the gains made in the 2013 fighting season and successfully secured the presidential and provincial council
elections on April 5, 2014. Afghan National Security Forces (ANSF) capabilities continued to expand during the
reporting period, while insurgent territorial influence and kinetic capabilities remained static. The ANSF and
Afghan election institutions laid the groundwork for a successful election, registering millions of voters and
securing thousands of polling sites, with minimal international assistance. These preparations far surpassed
Afghanistan s efforts in the 2009 and 2010 elections. Despite insurgent intent to disrupt the election process,
ANSF layered security operations prevented high-profile attacks across the country and voter turnout was high.
The large rise in attacks preceding previous Afghan elections did not occur. The Government of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan (GIRoA) remains in control of its 34 provincial capitals and all major cities. Most
insurgent-initiated violence still occurs away from populated areas and polling shows the majority of Afghans
hold a favorable view of their soldiers and police. While the number of ANSF operations during the reporting
period nearly doubled as compared to the same time period the prior year, the ANSF now conduct virtually all
of these operations independently. U.S. and coalition casualties significantly dropped in 2013 - a quarter of
what they were in 2010. Several violence indicators are lower in this reporting period than they were a year ago,
including decreases of 2 percent in enemy-initiated attacks, 8 percent in complex attacks, and 24 percent in
improvised explosive device (IED) events. Despite substantial progress, the ANSF continued to face several
challenges during the reporting period. ANSF logistics and sustainment...
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